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after passing which girls aiming at employment
in a child-welfare bureau have to undergo further
practical training in that special branch for one
more year.
The Study of Modern Foreign Languages in
German Secondary Schools.
The modern foreign languages taught in
German secondary schools are generally English
and French. The first modern foreign language,
that is, the modern language which is begun first,
varies in different parts of Germany. As a rule,
in Bavaria, it is English ; in North and East
Prussia English; in the Rhine Province French ;
in the other provinces, it is English in some schools
and French in others. In the eastern parts of
Germany provision is made for teaching Polish and
Russian as optional subjects. Spanish is also in-
cluded under optional subjects, and in recent years
there has been some tendency in Prussia, Ham-
burg and Bremen to encourage the study of this
language. This is done on utilitarian, rather than
cultural, grounds, for a knowledge of Spanish is
of immense value in business firms which have
commercial dealings with South America.
The study of English is becoming increasingly
popular and French is losing some of the import-
ance which used to be given to it formerly. This
is mainly due to the fact that the English-American
culture is now recognised to be as important as the
French culture. Nevertheless, there are still